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When trusted experience matters

The importance

of making a Will

As solicitors, we often encounter clients who underestimate the importance of making a Will.

While it may seem like a daunting or even morbid task, drafting a Will is a crucial step in ensuring that
your assets are distributed according to your wishes and that your loved ones are cared for after your
death. At Astle Paterson, we wanted to inform you why making a Will should be a top priority for everyone.

Here are eight reasons why creating a Will is so important.

1. Control over asset distribution 5. Supporting charitable causes

Without a Will, the distribution of your assets will be determined by the laws of  If there are charitable causes close to your heart, a Will allows you to leave
intestacy, which may not align with your personal wishes. A Will allows youto  alegacy that reflects your values and passions. By including charitable
specify exactly who should inherit your property, money, and possessions. This bequests in your Will, you can support the organisations and initiatives that
ensures that your assets are given to the people and causes that matter most ~ mean the most to you, creating a lasting impact.

to you, rather than being distributed according to a predetermined formula.

6. Appointing executors

2, Protec“ng your loved ones In your Will, you can appoint executors who will be responsible for managing
Making a Will is especially important if you have dependents, such as young and distributing your estate. Choosing trustworthy and capable executors is
children or elderly relatives. Through a Will, you can appoint guardians to  crucial for ensuring that your wishes are carried out efficiently and effectively.
take care of your children, ensuring they are looked after by someone you  This can be a family member, friend, or a professional such as a solicitor.
trust. Additionally, you can make provisions for the financial support of your

dependents, safeguarding their future wellbeing. 7. Adapting to life changes
Life is unpredictable, and circumstances can change rapidly. Major life
3. Minimising family disputes events such as marriage, divorce, the birth of a child, or the acquisition of

significant assets necessitate updating your Will. Regularly reviewing and
revising your Will ensures that it accurately reflects your current situation
and wishes.

The absence of a clear and legally binding Will can lead to disputes among
family members during an already challenging time. By clearly outlining your
wishes, you reduce the risk of conflicts and misunderstandings, providing

our family with clarity and peace of mind. .
y Y yanae 8.Peace of mind

Finally, having a Will provides peace of mind. Knowing that you have taken

4.Reducing inheritance tax liabilities steps to protect your loved ones and ensure your wishes are respected can
A well-structured Will can help reduce the amount of inheritance tax that offer great comfort. It allows you to live your life without the lingering worry
needs to be paid on your estate. By utilising available tax exemptions of what might happen to your estate when you are no longer around.

and reliefs, you can ensure that more of your wealth is passed on to your
beneficiaries rather than being lost to taxation. Solicitors can offer valuable
advice on how to structure your Will to achieve the most tax-efficient
outcome.

As solicitors, we understand that the process of making a Will can seem overwhelming. However, the benefits far
outweigh any initial discomfort. We are here to guide you through every step, ensuring that your Will is comprehensive,
legally sound, and reflective of your true intentions. Do not leave your future to chance — take control by making a Will

today. Your loved ones will thank you for it.

For more information on wills, please contact our trusted and knowledgeable Wills, Probate,
and Trusts team on 01283 743969 or email: enquiries@astlepaterson.co.uk
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