
AstlePaterson
When trusted experience matters

Should you review 
your Will?

Private Client and Wills & Probate

Your Will should ensure that your assets are inherited on your death 
by those who you wish to benefit. However, since you made your Will, 
it is possible that your personal or financial circumstances may have 
changed, meaning that your wishes are no longer the same or that your 
Will is no longer going to achieve what you want. 

The law does change from time to time in relation to Wills, Estates, 
Trusts and Inheritance Tax which may mean that your Will needs to be 
updated to reflect those changes.

When should you 
review your Will?

 3 If you marry or enter into a civil partnership  
(any previous Will is automatically revoked unless it is made 
specifically in contemplation of the marriage/civil partnership)

 3 If you separate or divorce

 3 If you change your name

 3 If you buy a property with another person

Whilst not an exhaustive list, the following events 
should trigger a review of your Will:

How is the Will 
updated?
If you wish to make a small change, it may be possible to update your 
Will with a Codicil, which leaves the original Will in place, but recites 
how you wish to change it.

Otherwise, more significant changes will usually require the 
preparation of a new Will.

Sometimes, a new Will may be advisable if you do not want anyone to 
know that you have changed your Will.

What if you are not sure if you 
need to review your Will?
If in doubt, it is always best to check. As a general rule, we usually 
advise people to review their Wills every 3 to 5 years.

It is particularly important for people who have incorporated trusts 
into their Wills for Inheritance Tax planning purposes to review their 
Wills on a regular basis, to take into account changes in the law.

Our Wills and Probate lawyers are happy to deal with any queries that 
you may have and can advise you about whether your Will needs to 
be updated.

Disclaimer This Fact Sheet has been prepared to provide you with basic information about Wills. It is not to be treated as a substitute for getting full and 
specific advice from a specialist lawyer. Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 

 3 If any of the persons mentioned in the Will as executors or  
beneficiaries has died

 3 If you have sold or given away any assets specifically 
mentioned in the Will

 3 If you are starting a business

 3 If you acquire assets abroad or intend to make a Will in 
another country

 3 If you have a child or adopt

 3 If the value of your estate significantly increases or 
decreases

 3 If you have made gifts or loans to family members
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