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When trusted experience matters

DIY Probate
What you should
look out for

In my twenty years practising
Wills and Probate law, I have
seen a trend slowly develop
towards lay Executors
choosing to do more
themselves, sometimes
without any legal assistance.

Beware the risks!

This practice of “DIY probate” may seem like
a cheaper solution, but it may in fact have a
costly outcome in the long run, especially if
handled poorly.
If you do decide to go it alone without guidance
from a lawyer, you need to be aware that there
are legal and tax traps, complexities and
deadlines. If things go wrong, you could be held
personally liable.

Tax compliance

Sarah Nash

Solicitor: Head of Wills,
Inheritance Tax, Probate & Trusts

Of all the things which could catch out a lay
Executor, taxation compliance is the one which
crops up most often and which could potentially
lead to some of the most severe consequences
for the Executor and beneficiaries.

Interpretation of the Will

There are risks surrounding the correct
interpretation of Wills, particularly those which

are homemade, and, commonly, situations can
arise where the wishes of the deceased cannot
be fulfilled. This might be because a beneficiary
has died or cannot be traced.

Debts & Guarantees

You should be particularly cautious where the
deceased left debts or gave a personal guarantee
and, either the estate is insolvent (where the
debts exceed the assets) or there is insufficient
cash in the estate to discharge those debts in full.
My recommendation would be to think seriously
about getting some professional advice at the
outset so that, if you do then go it alone, you have
started off on the right foot and know what lies
ahead.
Astle Paterson’s Wills & Probate team offers an
Executor Support Service tailored specifically
for lay Executors which includes an initial fixed
fee meeting of £150 plus VAT.

This is a condensed version of a full online article. Find it by visiting astlepaterson.co.uk/diy-probate-risks-tips

12 YEARS
12 years of service, happy
retirement to Paul Walters!
Paul Walters, family law solicitor at Astle
Paterson for 12 years, has now taken
retirement. We wish Paul all the best in
his next adventure.
Paul’s abundance of
legal knowledge, friendly
personality and lighthearted nature will be
deeply missed by everyone
here at Astle Paterson.

Welcome Saima Razaq, our new solicitor
We are delighted to welcome Saima Razaq as our new Head
of Residential Conveyancing. Saima deals with all aspects of
Residential Property, including sales and purchases of both
freehold and leasehold properties. She has been qualified for 14
years and has predominantly dealt with residential conveyancing.
Saima prides herself on being accessible to clients, keeping them
updated and communicating to them in the way they prefer. Her
excellent service has already become an inspiration to the team.

For up-to-date news, follow us on facebook: fb.com/astlepaterson

Charity

Over £600 raised from

Macmillan
Coffee Morning!
It’s that time of year again… Bake Off
has been and gone and the mornings are
starting to get darker, so we thought the
best way to help people start their day on
the right foot while raising money for a
worthy cause would be to hold our biggest
and best Macmillan coffee morning yet.
The team doubled efforts on their
baking plans, and the results speak for
themselves – not only the appetising
pictures, but also our record fundraising
achievement of £621.90!
The Macmillan Coffee Morning is
Macmillan’s biggest fundraising event
where people across the UK hold a coffee
morning to raise money for people living
with cancer. This was our fourth annual
participation, and we couldn’t be more
proud of our staff or the many contributors
that made this success possible.

This is a condensed version of a full
online article. Find it by visiting
astlepaterson.co.uk/a-big-thank-you
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Advice for
Residential
Landlords
We have a brand-new
video from one of our
solicitors. This time the
focus is on landlord &
tenant law.
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Our leading expert on landlord services is here
to provide advice on how best to navigate the
potential legal pitfalls.
Our Head of Litigation & Dispute Resolution,
Liam O’Shea, answers some of the commonly
asked questions landlords have about legal
proceedings. He outlines the different procedures
for getting your property back from the tenant,
the conditions required for serving an eviction
notice, and what to do if the tenant doesn’t leave
after being ordered to do so by the Court.

Advice from the expert

Liam also offers tips for the unwary landlord.
Advising on potential problem areas for
landlords in legal proceedings, and what to do to
manage them.
Liam concludes with an assurance that if you’re
having problems with your tenant, Astle Paterson
has the services you need. “At Astle Paterson,
we offer a fixed-fee service for getting your
property back from troublesome tenants. We’re
here to help.”
This is a condensed version of a
full online article. Find it by visiting
astlepaterson.co.uk/video-landlord

Click here to watch the video now

Liam O’Shea in our latest video: Landlord Advice

Proud sponsors of

Seal Inn FC

A warm welcome
for our new recruits

Astle Paterson is delighted to announce
that we have teamed up with local
football team, Seal Inn FC, to sponsor
them for the 2018/19 season.
Seal Inn FC is an FA Charter Standard
Club playing out of the village of
Netherseal
in
Swadlincote,
and
currently play in Division 1 of the Burton
District Sunday League.

Originally formed as ‘Catchems FC’ in
2014 and adopting its current name
in 2017, the team has enjoyed great
success with 3 promotions in their first
4 years and a Cup Final appearance last
season.
Astle Paterson is pleased to support a
local team with great roots to the area
and looks forward to building a strong
relationship with them moving forward.

Tom Newton

Samantha Calladine

Trainee Solicitor

Trainee Solicitor

Tom Newton joins the team after completing
his LLB Law degree and LLM Masters
degree at the University of Liverpool. Tom is
a budding solicitor who has shown promise
already, having earned a Distinction in his
Legal Practice Course.

Samantha Calladine’s achievements speak
for themselves; she joins us after four years
studying undergraduate and graduate Law
degrees part-time – all whilst in full-time
employment – passing this summer with a
Distinction.

We look forward to developing Tom’s skills
during his time at Astle Paterson.

We are excited to see how Samantha’s ability
grows alongside our team at Astle Paterson.
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