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things you 
should know 
before buying a 
New Build home 

1. The neighbours can tell you a lot 
You can never do enough research where new 
builds are concerned. Make sure you look at what 
residents are actually saying about their ‘new 
home’ experience. If the development is part 
completed, your future neighbours might have 
already moved in. Talking to them is a sure-fire 
way to learn about the developers, the pricing, 
the snagging procedure and even the area you’re 
moving to.

2. You have room to negotiate 
You have room to negotiate with the builder 
depending on how long ago the property went up 
for sale, the number of buyers interested and the 
state of the property market. The key is knowing 
the prices of plots on similar developments. So 
once again, research is important.

3. There might be hidden costs 
Clarify with the developers that the price you 
negotiate includes everything you will need to 
live in your new build home. It should include the 
provision of utilities, the price and installation of 

all flooring and your white goods etc. At no point 
should these ever be ‘add-on’ costs that come 
later.

4. You can protect against shoddy building 
Make sure you request the completed floor plans 
and a full specification for the plot before you 
make a decision. These should include precise 
details on all measurements, materials and 
finishes. Don’t allow the developer any room to 
cut corners.

5. Your warranty doesn’t cover everything 
To ensure you’re moving into the house you 
dreamed of you’ll probably want to complete a 
snagging list with the builder. This is a survey 
that identifies all of the minor issues with your 
house just before you complete, such as a door 
that doesn’t close properly, cracked bathroom 
tiles, creaking floors etc. 

Make sure you know what you’re getting into 
before considering a New Build. Find the full 
article by visiting astlepaterson.co.uk/5-things.

99% of clients would 
recommend us!

For the second year in a row, Astle 
Paterson’s annual survey has revealed 
that 99% of our clients would recommend 
us to friends and family. 

We’re so proud that our efforts are really 
making a positive difference to clients’ 
lives. Because, when all the legal work 
is said and done, that’s all that really 
matters.  

Conveyancing

There are plenty of reasons to 
buy a New Build home. One 
of the best (aside from that 

new carpet smell) is that you 
don’t have to wait for a long 

chain to complete before you 
can move in, as your builder 
will often take your existing 

home in part exchange.

This is a condensed version of a full online article. Find it by visiting astlepaterson.co.uk/5-things

99%
Welcome Katie Duggins, our new solicitor
We’re pleased to announce the newest addition to our legal team, 
Katie Duggins. Katie first joined us in 2016 and commenced her 
journey as a trainee. Now, Katie is making the transition to a full-
time solicitor in our Commercial Property department. 

We couldn’t be happier to add yet another fantastic solicitor to our 
ranks, and her contribution will make for an even better experience 
for our business customers.
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Naomi Wilson
Director & Solicitor: Head 

of Residential Conveyancing



As a Cyber Essentials Certified firm, we thought 
we’d share some of Matt’s advice on how to avoid 
becoming a victim. 

1. Install anti-virus software
This is one of the simplest and most effective 
ways to make your online experience safer. Not 
all anti-virus software requires a purchase; there 
are several options that are both trusted and free.

2. Stay away from shady websites
The best way to ensure you DO get a virus is 
by going to websites that aren’t secure. Illegal 

Avoiding 
cyber crime

Individual Services

Divorce advice blog series
Family Law

Earlier this year we published several 
online articles to help those with 
questions about divorce.
 
Can I legally get divorced? 
Contrary to common belief, there is only 
one ground for divorce in England and 
Wales; irretrievable breakdown of the 
marriage. 

To show the Court that a marriage has 
irretrievably broken down, one of five 
circumstances needs to be proven. These 
are adultery, unreasonable behaviour, 
desertion, two years’ separation (with 
the consent of the other spouse), or five 
years’ separation (where there is no such 
consent required).

What are the alternatives to 
divorce?
Should you not meet one of the above 
requirements then you will not be able to 
obtain a divorce in England and Wales. 
However there may be alternatives, 

such as applying for your marriage to be 
annulled or applying to the Court for a 
decree of Judicial Separation. It’s best to 
talk to a solicitor about these options. 

Should I defend divorce 
proceedings? 
The vast majority of divorces proceed 
through the Courts undefended. 
However, there may be circumstances in 
which it is advisable to defend divorce 
proceedings. For example, where serious 
false allegations are made which may 
impact on child arrangements or financial 
matters upon divorce. 

Our lawyers advise not to defend divorce 
proceedings unless there is a very 
good reason. You should give serious 
consideration as to whether this would be 
in your best interest or not.

Find the complete divorce advice articles 
and a video FAQ by visiting astlepaterson.
co.uk/media/divorce-advice.

This is a condensed version of a 
full online article. Find it by visiting  

astlepaterson.co.uk/five-pointers

We were recently 
paid a visit by Matt 

Hough-Clewes, also 
known as the Digital 
PCSO, who came to 

deliver a presentation 
on cyber crime. 
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streaming and torrenting sites especially are 
virtual breeding grounds for cyber criminals.

3. Have a secure password
Access to your account may be as simple as 
guessing your password. No amount of anti-
virus software will protect against that. The most 
secure passwords use mixed lower and upper 
case, numbers, and symbols.

4. Think twice before clicking 
If you get an unusual email or message 
containing a link, use sound judgement rather 
than reflexively clicking it. Telltale signs of a bad 
message include brands which don’t match the 
email address, spelling or grammar errors, or 
simply an offer that seems too good to be true. 

5. Be sceptical, be smart 
There is no sure-fire way to keep yourself secure. 
However, a sceptical, careful approach to internet 
usage will help you prevent yourself being the 
next target of cyber crime. So stay vigilant, and 
keep educating yourself.


